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Any key decision/s set below will come into force and may be implemented after 5.00pm on the fifth 
clear working day after publication of the decision, unless they are called-in [see note on call in below], 
with the exception of any key decision on a matter dealt with under the special urgency provisions set 
out in the Constitution which may be implemented immediately. 

1   Announcements 

 The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting, and advised he would be using his 
prerogative as Mayor to adjust the running order of the meeting.  
Note, the items were taken in the following order: 1-7, 9-18, 8. 

2   Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies were received from Councillor Dennis Jones (Councillor Mohammed Jamil 
substituting), Councillor Anna Smith (Councillor Mike Davey substituting) and Councillor 
Edna Murphy. 

3   Declaration of Interests 

 There were no declaration of interests made. 

4   Combined Authority Membership Update 

 It was resolved to: 
A Note the changes in membership from East Cambridgeshire District Council on the 

Combined Authority’s Skills and Employment Committee.  
B Note the temporary change in substitute member from Fenland District Council on the 

Combined Authority’s Audit and Governance Committee.  
C Note the temporary change in substitute member from Huntingdonshire District 

Council on the Combined Authority Board for the November meeting. 
D Note the change of substitute member from Cambridge City Council on the 

Combined Authority’s Investment Committee. 
E Note the appointment of a member of the Combined Authority’s Investment 

Committee to a new Business Growth Steering Group. 

5   Minutes of the previous meeting 

 The minutes of the meeting on 4 September 2024 were approved as an accurate record and 
signed by the Mayor. The action log was noted. 

6   Petitions 

 No petitions were received. 

7   Public and Member Questions 

 Two public questions and two member questions were received. The questions and 
responses are published here.  

https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s1873/Public%20and%20Member%20Questions%20with%20responses.pdf
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8   Motions 

 An amended motion was proposed by Councillor Mike Davey and seconded by Councillor 
Mohammed Jamil. The amendment was agreed by a majority vote  and the substantive 
motion was then carried. 
This Authority notes: 

• The Labour Government has made the difficult decision to means test Winter Fuel 
Payments. This means that they will only continue to be received by those in receipt of 
Pension Credit and other benefits. 

• The significant public concern about the impact of this change. Rising cost of living 
pressures have taken their toll in recent years, especially given the context of the 
numbers of older people left in a financially challenging and vulnerable position by the 
actions and management of the economy by the previous Conservative government. 
Government modelling estimates that the level of fuel poverty in 2024 will be 12.7% , 
whilst some estimates place the number of single pensioner households living in 
poverty between 20 and 23%. Age UK has suggested that at least 1.6 million 
pensioners living in poverty are not claiming eligible benefits, of which 1 million may 
currently be entitled to qualifying benefits but not claiming them. The position for our 
older residents is stark. 

• Many pensioners who would be eligible for pension credit do not currently claim it. 
Research suggests that this is both because potential claimants are unaware that they 
are eligible and, to a lesser but significant extent, because they can feel uncomfortable 
in claiming benefits. 

• The Energy Price Cap is due to rise by 10% in October, which makes it even more 
important that all residents are able to access all possible support available to them. 

This Authority further notes: 
• The financial shock experienced as a result of the disastrous Truss-Kwarteng 

minibudget, and the significant budgetary pressures imposed on the incoming Labour 
Government as a result of the serial mismanagement of the UK economy, best 
characterised by that budget, And especially the £22bn black hole in our nation’s 
finances, which is the context for the current chancellor’s decision. 

• The Government’s commitment to the pensions triple lock, which is expected to 
deliver an increase of approximately £400 for those on the full new state pension.  

• The continuation of the £150 Warm Home Discount for low-income households from 
October and the extension of the Household Support Fund with £421 million, which 
can be used to ensure local authorities can support vulnerable people and families. 

• The low take up of Pension Credit with only 63% of those eligible nationwide receiving 
it – and over 880,000 pensioners not doing so. This Authority recognises the role we 
all have to play to increase awareness of benefits such as Pension Credit to ensure 
people get access to the support they are entitled to. 

• It is vital, therefore, that we all make every e�ort to help eligible pensioners claim 
pension credit and other allowances they may be entitled to both highlighting eligibility 
as well as challenging concerns around claiming entitlements. 

This Authority resolves to: 
• Publicly support and endorse the work of our relevant constituent councils in their 

awareness campaigns to maximise uptake of pension credits, encouraging them all to 
use the Low-Income Families Tracker (LIFT) to identify those who are eligible. 

• Request that the Mayor and all Board Members sign a joint letter to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, asking the government to ensure that vulnerable pensioners, 
particularly those who do not claim Pension Credit, are protected from fuel poverty as 
part of it Warm Homes Plan, as well as considering what support can be given to help 
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people reduce their energy bills and consumption. 
• Commit the Authority to working collaboratively across in Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough to support residents during the cost of living crisis, as has recently 
happened in the Transport and Infrastructure Committee’s decision to extend of free 
travel for those with concessionary bus passes into peak hours from May 2025. 

• Encourage local efforts to promote, as the government has advised, Pension Credit 
uptake through constituent council services and partnerships with local charities and 
community organisations to ensure that all eligible pensioners in Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough are supported in claiming their entitlement, and to be clear that there is 
no stigma in being in receipt of means-tested benefits 

9   Forward Plan 

 It was resolved to: 
A Approve the Forward Plan for October 2024. 

10   Combined Authority Chief Executive Highlights Report 

 It was resolved to: 
A Note the contents of the report. 

11   Improvement Framework - Next Steps 

 It was resolved to: 
A Note the contents of the letter from Max Soule, Deputy Director, Local Government 

Intervention and Stewardship, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government  

B Recognise the progress that has been made and the work undertaken by staff, 
Elected Members, partners and agencies to address the areas of identified 
improvement  

C Note the close down arrangements for the current improvement programme (phase 3)  
D Note the proposed role for the Independent Advisory and Support Group (formerly the 

Independent Improvement Board) and the draft Terms of Reference  
E Agree the end date for the Independent Advisory and Support Group  

12   Shared Ambition for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 

 It was resolved to: 
A Note the significant engagement and work with partners and stakeholders across the 

region to develop the Shared Ambition for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough.   
B Approve the Shared Ambition for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough.     
C Approve the approach to the implementation and monitoring of delivery of the Shared 

Ambition.  

13   State of the Region 

 It was resolved to: 
A Approve the State of the Region 2024 Report and Dashboard as the Combined 

Authority’s core evidence base, to inform all investment decisions, policy, strategy and 
business case development.  
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B Note State of the Region 2024 Summary Slides.  
C Note plans to strengthen the evidence base on an ongoing basis, including SOTR 

dashboard updates as new data becomes available, and an annual report.  

14   Gateway Review Mid-Term Report 

 It was resolved to: 
A Note the findings of the Ministry for Housing, Communities & Local Government 

(MHCLG) Gateway Review 2 (GR2) Mid-Term Report for the period 2020/21-2025/26.  
B Note how the Combined Authority is responding to themes from the Gateway Review 

2 Mid-Term report.  
C Note planned next steps prior to submission of the GR2 Final Report in October 2025.  

15   Greater South East Net Zero Hub Budgets 

 It was resolved to: 
A Agree the Home Upgrade Grant Phase Two (HUG2) and the Local Net Zero 

Accelerator (LNZA) Revised Budgets for 2024/25 set out in Table 1  
B Note the Revised Budgets for the projects set out in Table 2 agreed under the 

Executive Director of Place and Connectivity’s delegated authority at the GSENZ 
Board meeting on 3rd September 2024  

C Agree the necessary revisions to the Combined Authority’s Medium-Term Financial 
Plan  

16   Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Business Growth Company Limited 

 It was resolved to: 
A Instruct officers to undertake the actions required to wind-up the Cambridgeshire & 

Peterborough Business Growth Company Limited.  
B Appoint an additional director, Kate McFarlane, Director Policy and Engagement to the 

Board of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Business Growth Company Limited in 
order to oversee and support the orderly closure of the company  

17a  Proposed changes to Constitution to meet the requirements of the Procurement Act 
2023 

 It was resolved to: 
A Approve the attached changes to the Contract procedure Rules (CPR’s) within the 

constitution which will become effective when the new legislation is implemented. 

18a  New Digital Connectivity Strategy 2025-2029 KD2024/013 

 It was resolved to: 
A approve the new Digital Connectivity Strategy 2025-2029 

18b  Electric Vehicles 

 It was resolved to: 
A approve the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Electric Vehicles Infrastructure 

Strategy  
B note the progress on Electric Vehicles and Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) 
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business case 

18c  English National Concessionary Travel Scheme -Local Concession Proposal for pre 
09.30  Bus Travel KD2024/046 

 It was resolved to: 
A (using its powers as a local Travel Concession Authority) introduce a local concession 

allowing pre 9:30 travel for all passholders within the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
Travel Concession Area from May 2025  

B delegate authority to the Assistant Director for Transport (Public Transport Services) 
to engage with local operators from the date of decision through to May 2025 to 
ensure the new local concession is implemented for that date, providing updates to 
this committee. 

18d  Local Transport and Connectivity Plan and Associated Strategies 

 It was resolved to: 
A delegate authority to the Assistant Director for Transport in consultation with the Chief 

Finance Officer and Monitoring Officer to enter into one or more contracts with the 
relevant delivery body, as needed to continue the development of the LTCP sub 
strategies 

Notes: 
a) Statements in bold type indicate additional resolutions made at the meeting. 
b) Five Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee may call-in a key decision of the 

Mayor, the Combined Authority Board or an Officer for scrutiny by notifying the Monitoring 
Officer, except for any key decision on a matter dealt with under the special urgency 
provisions set out in the Constitution which may be implemented immediately. 

 
 


