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Illustration showing intended integration of cycle parking into public, private and shared spaces

Good cycle parking for all residents and visitors must be 
provided to encourage regular cycling.

All proposals must comply with the local authority 
requirements for cycle parking (Cycle Parking for New 
Residential Developments SPD or successor document), 
and Local Plan 2018 standards for residential cycle 
parking including:

•	  �Cycle parking delivered using Sheffield or other 
equivalent easy to use ground-based stands

•	  �Visitor cycle parking conveniently provided within each 
open space and near entrances of flat blocks, shops 
and public buildings

•	  �Visitor cycle parking must be clear of the highway and 
be well overlooked

•	  �Cycle parking should be provided at key arrival 
“landing points” in public open spaces

•	  �Wherever possible shared and visitor cycle parking 
spaces should be capable of accommodating at least 
one cargo bike.
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Examples of cycle parking arrangements 
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Cycle parking standards
•	 Where cycle parking is provided as part of the 

garage, garage dimensions must be a minimum of 
4050mm*6m or 3.3m*7m

•	 Visitor cycle parking in the form of a wall ring/bar or 
Sheffield stand at the front of individual houses must 
be provided where cycle parking provision is located in 
the back garden

•	 Sheffield (or equivalent) stands must allow a minimum 
of 1m distance between each stand.

Cycle parking provision
•	 1 space per bedroom up to 3 bedroom dwellings 
•	 Then 3 spaces for 4 bedroom dwellings, 4 spaces for 

5 bedroom dwellings etc.
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Cycle parking for houses
Cycle parking for residents must be provided for in an 
accessible location that is at least as convenient as the 
car.

Where a garage is used for cycle parking, it must allow 
cycles to be removed easily without first driving out any car 
parked within it.

Where a separate store is use, this must be lockable, and 
must not rise above the boundary to the public realm.

Secure cycle store behind on plot parking
Must include paved access. Must not rise above a side wall next to the public realm. 

Secure cycle store to rear of the garden
Must include paved access. Must not rise above a side wall next to the public realm.

Integrated cycle storage
Cycles must be able to be removed easily without removing a car.

Secure cycle store to rear of the coach house
Must include paved access.
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Cycle parking for flats
Where possible, cycle parking for flats should be incorporated 
into the design of the shared entrance area to improve social 
interaction, convenience, and perception of safety in use.  

Avoid the use of basement cycle stores for flat blocks, all cycle 
parking should be achieved at ground floor level. 

If cycle parking is external to the block, it should be located 
within 20m of the entrance of the building, be well lit, covered, 
and overlooked.

Visitor cycle parking
Visitor cycle parking should be conveniently provided within 
each open space and near entrances of flat blocks, shops and 
public buildings. 

Visitor cycle parking must be clear of the highway and be well 
overlooked. 

All visitor cycle parking must be delivered using Sheffield stands. 

Cycle parking within an apartment building 
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Residential 
parking to 
rear

Residential 
on-plot 
parking

Residential 
off-street 
parking

Visitor 
parking

Residential 
parking to 
rear in mews

EV charging 
hub

Discreet 
staff  
parking

Car parking must be accommodated without being 
visually intrusive or creating a negative impact on 
place-making.

All proposals must comply with the local authority 
requirements for car parking. Current Cambridge 
residential car parking standards are as follows:

	 Up to 2 bedrooms       0 - 1.5 spaces per dwelling

	 3+ bedrooms              0.5 - 2 spaces per dwelling

Frequent private car use is to be discouraged by the 
design of the development and the council’s parking 
numbers per unit must be treated as a maximum.

Staff car parking provision for the non-residential uses 
must be based on the implementation of an active travel 
plan to reduce parking required. 

Spaces should be discreetly located off-street to the 
rear of buildings.

EV

EV

Local centre axonometric

Car parking and car storage
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Residential parking 
All on-plot car parking must be designed so it 
prevents over-sailing of the footway and front privacy 
strips. In practical terms this will mean driveway 
parking should be no more than 10m in length to 
prevent “squeezing” extra cars onto driveways.

All residential car parking must be equipped with 
electric car charging, or with the infrastructure in place 
to have it fitted.

Parking for flats must be considered as an integral part 
of the building, landscape and placemaking design.

Residential visitor spaces should be distributed 
strategically across the development. This can include 
on-street parking.

On plot parking

•	 Could be in a garage, in a car port or uncovered
•	 Any structure or parking space must be behind the building line. 

Resident street parking

•	 Any structure or parking space must be behind the building line. 

Integrated parking

•	 Any structure or parking space must be behind the building line
•	 Should be used in locations where continuous building frontage is required.

Parking at rear of the house 

•	 Must be accessed from mews street to the rear of the property
•	 Should create continuous building frontage on the primary and secondary street network.

10m

Coach house

building line

frontage

building lin
e

building line




