
CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL     Agenda Item 5 

 
Report by: Head of Policy and Projects 

To: West/Central Area Committee            5 March 2009  
  
Wards: Castle, Newnham and Market 

 

 
1. DECISION TO BE MADE: - 
 
• Canterbury Street: (subject to the subsequent consent of the 

Cambridge Environment and Traffic Management Area Joint 
Committee) 
To decide whether to abandon or further develop the closure to 
motor vehicles of Canterbury Street between Histon Road and North 
Street. 
To decide whether to abandon or further develop a 20 mph speed 
limit for the Victorian streets within the Canterbury Street area. 

 
• Histon Road Recreation Ground Replanting Mound 

Decision: Agree to a planting budget of £4,500 if consultation 
proves to be 50% or over in support and to allow officers to continue 
to work with the Friends of Histon Road Recreation Ground on 
further landscape work. 

 
• Marlowe Road/Eltisley Avenue Yellow Lining 

Decision: Agree to implement as soon as legal notices are 
complete. 

 
• Round Church grounds  

Decision: Agree to a budget of £7,800 for works to the inner wall 
and cobbled area of the grounds of the Round Church and to 
investigate the re-instatement of the boundary railings. 

 
• Change of procedure :   

Decision: To approve the default allocation of £1,000 (per project) to 
be spend on investigatory work such as trial pits with prior approval 
of the Area Chair, Project Lead Councillor and Spokes. 

 

Environmental Improvements Programme  
 



2. BUDGET 
 

WEST/CENTRAL AREA COMMITTEE - ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 2008/2009   
  £ £ 
Budget for 2008/2009 financial year £89,700  
Add roll-over from 2007/2008 budget £146,620  
     
TOTAL BUDGET FOR 2008/2009 FINANCIAL 
YEAR   £236,320
     
Minus Actual 08/09 Budget Spend to end Jan 
09   -£25,144

Committed Projects 

Estimated 
Reserved Cost 

£   
Auckland Road/Parsonage St paving and 
lighting £22,000   
Contribution towards Burleigh/Fitzroy Phase 3 
refurbishment £50,000   
Marlow Road/Eltisley Avenue yellow lining £1,100   
Minus Committed project budgets   -£73,100
      
BALANCE OF 08/09 BUDGET as at end Jan 
09   £138,076
      
Projects agreed by Ctte to be investigated, 
but no budget committed.  Costs shown are 
estimated and will depend on detailed 
design and site investigation 

Estimated Cost 
£   

Canterbury Street traffic calming and      
Oxford Road traffic calming £100,000   
Wall adjacent to the Union Society, Park Street £15,000   
Lammas Land Pavilion rebuild £20,000   
Histon Road recreation ground planting £1,000   
Mud Lane lighting £5,000   
Round Church grounds £7,500   
Estimated costs for projects under 
investigation £148,500   
N.B. The estimated costs shown above are merely given as a 
rough guide until the projects can be designed and costed.   
      



 
3 APPROVED SCHEMES – PROGRESS 
 
3.1 Manor Street / King Street Cycle Parking 

Installation of wall mount cycle racks or a rail.  We are in consultation 
with the landowner Jesus College and with King Street Housing and 
anticipated that a tripartite agreement will be needed between the 
parties.  A draft agreement is being drawn up. 

 
3.2 Round Church Street  

The bins have been removed from the street.  The Union Society is 
investigating the cost of the repairs to the wall. 
 

3.3 Oxford Road additional traffic calming 
Officers were asked at the September committee meeting to 
investigate additional traffic calming in Oxford Road.  Investigation 
work has been started but with no firm outcome to report as yet. 

 
3.5 Lammas Land pavilion  

Following initial public consultation in the summer, a draft design has 
been drawn up for the replacement of the pavilion on Lammas Land. 

 
Officers are currently investigating an additional funding contribution 
from Section 106 monies as the scheme design has proved more 
expensive than anticipated.  If a Section 106 contribution is secured, 
the scheme could be put to full public consultation in the autumn. 

 
Officers propose to return to West/Central Area Committee later in the 
year with this project. 

 
3.7 Mount Pleasant Mobility Crossing 

One mobility crossing in Mount Pleasant is complete.  This crossing 
was the most essential one for the requester.  However two further 
crossings have been identified in the area to bring the area up to DDA 
standards.  West/Central Area Committee have agreed the budget for 
the two additional mobility crossings and as soon as the details are 
drawn up and the Lead Councillors consulted, implementation can 
take place. 

 
4 APPROVED SCHEMES REQUIRING DECISIONS  

 
4.1 Canterbury Street Traffic Calming 

Public consultation on proposals for Canterbury Street haS been 
carried out.  A seperate report on the project is shown in Appendix 1. 
 



4.2 Histon Road Recreation Ground Replanting Mound 
Consultation with the Murketts Garage and the Friends of Histon 
Road Recreation Ground has taken place and consultation with 
neighbouring residents will be completed by the end of February.  We 
would hope to implement the project in March. 
 
Friends of Histon Road Recreation Ground have expressed a wish 
that additional planting and path work be carried out over a larger 
area. 
 
Officers anticipate that the consultation will be supportive and would 
like to ask West/Central Committee that if that is the case that the 
planting is carried out as soon as possible. 
 
Recommendation : Officers recommend that the West/Central Area 
Committee agree to implementation of the planting shown in 
Appendix 2 at a cost of £4,500 if the consultation with neighbouring 
residents proves to be 50% or over in support.   
 
Officers would also ask that they continue to work with the Friends of 
Histon Road Recreation Grounds and Active Communities regarding 
any further landscape work. 
 
Decision: Agree to a planting budget of £4,500 and to allow officers 
to continue to work with the Friends of Histon Road Recreation 
Ground on further landscape work. 
 

4.3 Marlowe Road and Eltisley Avenue junction 
The double yellow lining in Marlowe Road/Eltisley Avenue was 
advertised in November.  The City Council need to complete the legal 
processes to make the Traffic Regulation Order and to specify the 
date it should come into operation. A minimum of five weeks notice 
prior to the TRO coming into operation is needed to complete the 
legal processes.  The notice will be given during w/c 23rd Feburary 
2009. 
 
Recommendation : Officers recommend that the West/Central Area 
Committee agree to implementation of the double yellow lining as 
soon as the legal processes are complete at the already agreed 
budget of £1,100. 
 
Decision: Agree implement as soon as the legal processes are 
complete. 
 



4.4 Round Church grounds  
Christian Heritage have received quotations for work of the inner wall 
and cobbled area within the grounds of the Round Church and 
request funding of £7,800 to implement. 
 
We have also been discussing the possibility of re-instating the 
railings on top of the low wall along the Sydney and Round Church 
Street boundaries to increase night time security.  Officers request 
that this possibility is investigated. 

 
Recommendation : Officers recommend that the West/Central Area 
Committee agree to implementation of works to the inner wall and 
cobbled area of the grounds of the Round Church at a cost of £7,800. 
 
Officers also request that they investigate the form and the cost of re-
instating the metal railings around the Round Church boundary. 
 
Decision: Agree to a budget of £7,800 for works to the inner wall and 
cobbled area of the grounds of the Round Church and to investigate 
the re-instatement of the boundary railings. 

 
5.0 PROCEDURAL CHANGE TO BE APPROVED 
 
5.1 Project Investigatory Works 

There is a need to formalise the procedure for requests for 
investigatory works, (i.e. the digging of trial holes to ascertain the 
exact location of utilities routes and other project investigation work 
(not including officer time)) and each Area Committee is being 
required to consider a revised process. 
 
West/Central Area Committee is therefore are asked to consider the 
following procedure: 
 
As at present, all newly proposed projects would be considered by 
the Area Committee for adoption.  If the Area Committee give 
approval to the project concept, there may be a requirement to 
carrying out site investigation works (e.g. trial holes) prior to 
producing draft proposals. 
 
It is proposed that approved projects would be allocated a default 
£1,000 for investigative work. 
 
If it is felt necessary to carry out investigative work, Officers would 
only spend the allocation with direct, prior agreement from the 



appropriate Area Chair, Project Lead Councillor and Spokes.  This 
could be done via e-mail, but should be in writing. 
 
If any projects are likely to have the cost of investigatory works above 
£1,000, the Officers would advise the Committee when the decision 
to progress with the project and a maximum figure would be 
suggested by Officers for the Area Committee to discuss and agree. 
 
For information, a flowchart is attached to this report setting out the 
authorisation process of Environmental Improvement projects of 
varying values. 

 
Recommendations: Officers recommend that West/Central Area 
Committee approve the default allocation of £1,000 for investigatory 
works for each approved project.  The allocation will only be spent 
with prior written approval of the Area Chair, Project Lead Councillor 
and Spokes. 

 
Decisions to be made: 
To approve the default allocation of £1,000 per project to be spend 
with prior approval of the Area Chair, Project Lead Councillor and 
Spokes. 

 
6. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 
None. 

 
7. IMPLICATIONS 
 

a) Staffing Implications:  Staff resources will result in only a 
limited amount of progress on Environmental Improvement 
projects in the near future. 

 
b) Equal Opportunities Implications: These are taken into 

account on individual schemes. 
 

c) Environmental Implications: All of the projects seek to bring 
about an improvement in the local environment. 

 
d) Community Safety: This has been included as one of the 

assessment criteria agreed by Committee and is considered on 
each project. 

 
 
 



8. INSPECTION OF PAPERS 
 
To inspect or query the background paperwork or report, please 
contact, 
Dinah Foley-Norman, Principal Landscape Architect 
Telephone: 01223 - 457134 
Email:         Dinah.foley-norman@cambridge.gov.uk 

 



APPENDIX 1 
 
Canterbury Street Area Traffic Calming 

 
Recommendation: It is the officer recommendation that the 
proposals relating to the closure to motor vehicles of Canterbury 
Street between Histon Road and North Street be abandoned. 
 
It is the officer recommendation that the proposal to introduce a 20 
mph speed limit for the Victorian streets within the Canterbury Street 
area be progressed. 
 
Decisions: South Area Committee are asked to decide whether to 
abandon or further develop the closure to motor vehicles of 
Canterbury Street between Histon Road and North Street. 
The Committee is also asked to decide whether to abandon or further 
develop a 20 mph speed limit for the Victorian streets within the 
Canterbury Street area. 

 
1.1.1 Background 
 

At its meeting of 08/01/09 the West Central Area Committee 
authorised consultation concerning traffic calming proposals for the 
Canterbury Street area, comprising the possible closure of 
Canterbury Street between Histon Road and North Street, and a 20 
mph speed limit for the Victorian streets within the Canterbury Street 
area. 
 

1.1.2 Consultation 
 
These proposals have been the subject of a public consultation 
amongst all residents and other stakeholders within the area 
indicated in Plan 1. The consultation documentation was as shown in 
Appendix A. 
 

1.1.3 Consultation Response Analysis  
 

A summary of the responses to the public consultation is given in 
provided as Appendix B. 
 
Responses show that the majority of respondents believe that there 
are traffic and parking problems in the area; the most problematic 
being speeding. 
 



There is not majority support for the proposal to close Canterbury 
Street between Histon Road and North Street to motor vehicles. 
 
There is majority support for the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit 
for the Victorian streets within the Canterbury Street area. 
 
The most common comment made was that a closure to motor 
vehicles of Canterbury Street between Histon Road and North Street 
would simply move the rat-running problem elsewhere. 
 
Another common comment was that changes should be made to the 
Huntingdon Road / Histon Road / Victoria Road junction. 
(Consultations with the Highway Authority have discounted this 
option). 
 

1.1.4 Conclusions 
 

In view of the lack of support for the proposal to close Canterbury 
Street between Histon Road and North Street to motor vehicles, this 
should be abandoned. 
 
Majority support for the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit within the 
Victorian streets of the Canterbury Street area has been 
demonstrated and should therefore be progressed.  
 

1.1.5 Funding 
 

It is only possible at this stage to provide a preliminary estimate of 
£10,000 for the introduction of the 20 mph speed limit. 
 

1.1.7 Programme 
 

If the Committee decides to progress either or both of the proposals 
outlined in the consultation it will be necessary to seek the consent of 
the Cambridge Environment and Traffic Management Area Joint 
Committee in order to advertise Traffic Regulation Order(s). That 
consent could be sought at the Joint Committee meeting of 27/04/09. 
 
A report could be brought to the meeting of the West Central Area 
Committee of late June / early July 2009 detailing the response to the 
advertisement of the TRO(s), and detailed costings; seeking consent 
to implement the scheme subject to the consent of the Cambridge 
Environment and Traffic Management Area Joint Committee. 
 



That consent could be sought at the meeting of the Cambridge 
Environment and Traffic Management Area Joint Committee of 
20/07/09. 
 
It should therefore be possible to commence work on site during the 
late summer  / early autumn of 2009. 
 
 
 



PLAN 1 
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APPENDIX B 
 
SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION RESPONSES 
 
Number of questionnaires distributed : 500 approx. 
 
Number of questionnaires returned : 118 
 
I believe that there are traffic / parking related problems in Canterbury 
Street and the surrounding area : 56% 
 
I do not believe that there are traffic / parking related problems in 
Canterbury Street and the surrounding area : 30% 
 
The nature of any problems :- 
 
Traffic speed : 31% 
 
Parking : 25% 
 
Rat-running : 16% 
 
Traffic volume : 7% 
 
Poor visibility : 4% 
 
Excessive noise : 3% 
 
I support the proposal to close to motor traffic the section of Canterbury 
Street between Histon Road and North Street : 41% 
 
I oppose the proposal to close to motor traffic the section of Canterbury 
Street between Histon Road and North Street : 57% 
 
Suggestions and comments made :- 
  
The road closure would only move the problem elsewhere : 14% 
 
Make changes to Huntingdon Road / Histon Road / Victoria Road junction : 
13% 
 
Access via Huntingdon Road only would be difficult : 9% 
 
There is not excessive traffic : 5% 



 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

As appended. 
 
1 INSPECTION OF PAPERS 
 

To inspect or query the background paperwork or report, please 
contact : 
John Isherwood, Engineering Projects Manager 
Telephone: 01223 - 457392 
Email:         John.Isherwood@cambridge.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 2 : HISTON ROAD RECREATION GROUND PLANTING PLAN 

 

 
 
 
 
 





 
Category 1 

(Projects between  £10,000 and £50,000) 
 
 

Proposal submitted 
 

Area Committee approval in principle / 
2 Lead Councillor nominated and £1000 for 

investigatory work 
 

Area Joint Committee approval in principle via annual 
environmental improvement report (where appropriate) 

 

Workshop nominees from Lead Councillor 
 

Workshop 
 

Draw up initial proposals (with County Highways where 
appropriate) 

 
First public consultation 

 
Request first Safety Audit (where appropriate) 

 

Area Committee approval of draft scheme or abandon 
 

AJC approval of draft scheme and authority to advertise 
TROs (where appropriate) 

 
2..1 Advertise TROs (where appropriate) 

 
2..2 Detailed design (with County Highways where 

appropriate) 
 

Second public consultation 
 

Request second Safety Audit (where appropriate) 
 

Area Committee budget / implemention approval  
 

Area Joint Committee approval to implement and 
confirmation of TROs (where appropriate) 

 
Place orders / contractor books road space (where appropriate) 

 
Inform all affected properties 

 
Supervise work, prepare snagging list, supervise remedial work, 
check and approve final invoice, debriefing meeting, close file 

Category 2 
(Projects between  £3,000 and £10,000) 

 
Proposal submitted 

 
Area Committee approval in principle / 

Lead Councillor nominated and £1000 for investigatory work 
 

Area Joint Committee approval in principle via annual 
environmental improvement report (where appropriate) 

 
Workshop nominees from Lead Councillor 

 
Workshop 

 
 Detailed design (with County Highways where 

appropriate) 
 

Public consultation 
 

Request first Safety Audit (where appropriate) 
 

Area Committee budget / implemention approval or abandon 
 

AJC approval of scheme subject to advertising TROs (where 
appropriate) 

 
2..3 Advertise TROs (where appropriate) 

 

Request second Safety Audit (where appropriate) 
 

Area Joint Committee confirmation of TROs (where 
appropriate) 

 
Place orders / book road space (where appropriate) 

 
Inform all affected properties 

 
Supervise work, prepare snagging list, supervise remedial work, 
check and approve final invoice, debriefing meeting, close file 

 
 

 
 

Category 3 
(Minor Projects up to £3,000) 

 
Proposal submitted 

 
Area Committee budget / implemention approval or abandon 

/ Lead Councillor nominated and £1000 for investigatory 
work 
 

Area Joint Committee approval in principle via annual 
environmental improvement report (where appropriate) 

 
Detailed design (with County Highways where appropriate) 

 

Request Safety Audit (where appropriate) 
 

Place orders / book road space (where appropriate) 
 

Inform all affected properties 
 

Supervise work, prepare snagging list, supervise remedial work, 
check and approve final invoice, debriefing meeting, close file 

 
 
 
NOTE : 
 
Procedures marked “where appropriate” do not apply to 
schemes which do not affect the public highway. 
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